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SUBJECT: SWEDISH GOVERNMENT CONFERENCE ON AID POLICY 

1 . SWEDISH MINISTER FOR ASSISTANCE, OLA ULLSTEN, HOSTED A 
ONE-DAY CONFERENCE IN STOCKHOLM ON FEBRUARY 14 TO ELABORATE 
ON SWEDEN'S ROLE IN HELPING LDC'S IN THEIR INDUSTRIAL 
DEVELOPMENT. PARTICIPATION INCLUDED GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 
AND INDUSTRY REPRESENTATIVES (THE SWEDISH TRADE UNION 
MOVEMENT WAS INVITED BELATEDLY AND DECLINED TO ATTEND.) 

2. THE PURPOSE OF THE MEETING WAS TO IMPLEMENT THE 
GOVERNMENT'S PROPOSAL, INCLUDED IN ITS BUDGET BILL, THAT 
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A WORKING GROUP EXAMINE SWEDEN'S ASSISTANCE POLICIES 
AND REPORT TO THE RIKSDAG "IN THE WINTER OF 1978." 

THE FOREIGN MINISTRY'S PRESS RELEASE (BELOW) EMPHASIZES 
THAT THE LDC’S ARE TURNING TO SWEDEN FOR HELP BECAUSE 
SWEDEN IS "A SMALL HIGHLY INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRY WHICH 
PURSUES A PROGRESSIVE AID POLICY." 
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3. PRESS RELEASE, FEBRUARY 14. BEGIN TEXT: 

THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES SHOULD RECEIVE GREAT SWEDISH 
SUPPORT TO DEVELOP THEIR INDUSTRY, IT WAS STATED BY 
AID MINISTER OLA ULLSTEN WHEN OPENING THE GOVERNMENT’S 
CONFERENCE ON DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE COLLABORATION IN 
THE INDUSTRIAL FIELD AT HAGA PALACE ON MONDAY. THE 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES ARE DEMANDING AN INCREASED SHARE 
OF THE WORLD'S INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION IN THE DISCUSSIONS 
OF A NEW ECONOMIC WORLD ORDER AND ELSEWHERE. MANY 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES HAVE, IN FACT, TURNED TO SWEDEN TO 
OBTAIN ASSISTANCE IN BUILDING UP THEIR INDUSTRIES. FOR 
SWEDEN’S PART. ULLSTEN SAID, WE MUST NOW ACTIVELY SEEK 
TO FIND FORMS FOR OUR PARTICIPATION SO THAT WE CAN LIVE 
UP TO THE EXPECTATIONS OF THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. 

SWEDEN IS REGARDED AS BEING A PARTICULARLY INTERESTING 
COLLABORATION PARTNER BECAUSE WE ARE A SMALL HIGHLY IN- 
DUSTRIALIZED COUNTRY WHICH PURSUES A PROGRESSIVE AID 
POLICY. THE JOB BEFORE US IS TO SIFT IDEAS AND FIND 
CONSTRUCTIVE SOLUTIONS FOR HARMONIZATION OF SWEDEN'S 
INDUSTRIAL KNOW-HOW AND SWEDEN'S DEVLEOPMENT 
ASISTANCE PROJECTS. 

4. INDUSTRIALIZATION IN THE DEVLOPING COUNTRIES MUST 
TAKE PLACE ON THEIR OWN TERMS AND IN THEIR OWN 
INTERESTS, OLA ULLSTEN STRESSED. SWEDISH PROJECTS 
HAVE BEEN, AND MUST CONTINUE TO BE, DIRECTED TOWARD 
THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. AT 
THE SAME TIME AS WE DISCUSS OUR PARTICIPATION IN THE 
INDUSTRIALIZATION OF THE DEVLOPING COUNTRIES IN 
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POSITIVE TERMS, WE WILL HAVE CAUSE, NATURALLY, TO 
REMEMBER THAT OUR MODERN TECHNOLOGY IS BY NO MEANS 
ALWAYS THE PROPER TECHNOLOGY FOR COUNTRIES IN AN EARLY 
STAGE OF THEIR INDUSTRIALIZATION PROCESS. THE QUESTION 
OF THE ABILITY OF THE DEVLOPING COUNTRIES TO HANDLE 
THEIR IMPORTS OF TECHNOLOGY WILL BE GIVEN SPECIAL CON- 
SIDERATION, THEREFORE. 

5. THIS CONFERENCE AT HAGA PALACE IS ONE INGREDIENT 

OF THE REVIEW OF SWEDISH DEVELOPMENT COLLABORATION IN 
THE INDUSTRIAL FIELD WHICH THE GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED IN 
THIS YEAR'S BUDGET BILL. PARTICIPATING IN THE CON- 
FERENCE ARE SOME 30 PEOPLE WITH EXPERIENCE OF DEVELPING 
COUNTRIES, DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE, AND INDUSTRY. END TEXT. 
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